Abstract
53
All isolates were presumptively identified as S. pseudintermedius at the time of collection 54 based on Gram-stain reaction, colony color, and biochemical tests. Tests measured the ability of 55 the isolates to produce hemolysis on trypticase soy agar supplemented with 5% sheep blood agar 56 (blood agar plates) (BD Diagnostic Systems, Sparks, MD), to produce coagulase, to produce 57 catalase, and to grow on salt-mannitol agar. Isolates were also tested for resistance to polymyxin 58 B, ability to utilize trehalose, and production of urease. At the time of initial collection, isolates 59 were tested for antimicrobial susceptibility using commercially available systems (GPS card, 
71
Plates were incubated for 24 hrs at 37°C and then examined.
72
Colonies were screened by PCR for the presence of the ileS2 gene using the previously 73 published primers mupA and mupB to amplify a 458 bp fragment of the ileS2 gene (9) 
